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Philosophy 
At Raft River Elementary School, we believe that learning is a lifelong, collaborative process. We are dedicated to meeting the challenge of providing support, cooperation, and inspiration to all members of our school community. Our child‑centered approach encourages each student to understand and enjoy the learning process in a secure environment. 

OUR STAFF
Principal – Eric Boden
Office Assistant - Jennifer Whitaker

Kindergarten – Tina Wight
First Grade - Ann Rigby

Second Grade - Darlene Henrie 

Third Grade - Tina Loock

Fourth Grade - Kris Udy

Fifth Grade -  Paulene Manning
Sixth Grade - Sherry Lewis

Music – Rhonda Chatterly
Special Education - M. Kay Peterson

Speech – Jalynn Tuckett
Title I – Sue Barrett
Instructional Assistants - Kim Hutchison, Kathy Zollinger, Diann Larsen, Sue Barrett, Jalynn Tuckett, Dawn Higley, Shirlene Packer, Helen Lee
Counselor – Patrick Manning

Custodians - Ellen Telford, Penny Thompson
Cooks - Millie Teeter, Marilyn Lightfoot, Wendee Warr, Susan Holtman
Library Assistant - Patty Zollinger
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Vision Statements:
1.  To provide developmentally appropriate learning experiences. 

2.  To provide a supportive, nurturing, and welcoming environment. 

3.  To build partnerships between families, school personnel, and other community members.

4.  To stimulate creativity and a positive self‑concept in all learners. 

5.  To help each student develop the skills necessary for successful problem‑solving and             decision‑making. 

6.  To promote good citizenship, particularly the ability to make responsible choices. 

7.  To respect diversity, recognize commonalities, and celebrate unity. 
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CASSIA JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT
The Mission of Cassia Joint School District 151 is to graduate proficient students.

Attendance/Tardiness/Dismissal Policies 
Attending school regularly is very important for all students; however, we understand that from time to time it is necessary for a student to be absent. In the event your child is absent from school the following procedures should be followed: 

1.  Parents/guardians are requested to call the office between 8:15 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. if their child will be absent. If no call is received by the school, an attempt will be made to contact the parent of the absent child. 

2.  If you know in advance that your child will be absent from school on a particular day, please notify the office or the teacher. A written excuse must be brought to the teacher on the day a child returns to school from an absence, if the school was not contacted during the absence. 

3.  Students who are tardy (arrive at school later than 8:30a.m.) must report to the office before going to their classrooms. They should be accompanied by an adult or bring a note from a parent explaining their tardiness. Because of the problems created when a child comes to school tardy, we request that you make every effort to ensure that your child arrives at school on time. 

4.  When a child returns after being  absent for any reason, they  will be given two days to complete makeup work. Make‑up work for the child who is absent from school due to illness will be provided upon request. Please call the school before 9:00 a.m. the day of the absence. You may then either pick up the work in the office after 3:20 p.m. or request that the work be sent home by a designated student. When students will be absent for several days, please contact the teacher in advance so that their homework may be prepared.

5.  Parents who pick up their children before 3:20 p.m. must come to the office to check out students on the sign‑out sheet located on the office counter. Students may not be picked up by parents from the playground unless approved by the office. 
6.  Daily attendance is based on time that students are in school. Students are counted as being in school for 1/2 day if they are in attendance until 11:15 a.m.. Students are counted as being in school for a full day if they are in attendance until 1:45 p.m..

7.  Students must remain on front bench if students are to be picked up after 3:20 p.m..

8.  Students should not arrive to school before 8:00 a.m.. If they do, we have requested that they sit on the benches provided in front of the school.

Rules of conduct on buses: 
1.  Students should not stand or move while the bus is in motion. 

2.  Head, hands, and other parts of the body must stay within the bus at all times.

3.  Voices should remain at a conversational level ‑‑ no yelling. 

4.  No glass containers are permitted on the bus. 

5.  Students should stand a minimum of ten feet from the road edge while waiting for the bus. 

6.  The bus driver must be obeyed at all times. 

7.  Objects that restrict the passageway to the front entrance door or the rear emergency door are      not permitted. 

8.  Students will not be permitted to ride any bus other than the one to which they have been      assigned unless previously approved by the principal/secretary. Approval to ride a different bus is obtained by presenting a note written by the parent/guardian to the office. The principal/secretary will then issue the student a permission slip to be handed to the bus driver. 

9.  Live animals are not permitted on the bus. Pets of any kind cannot be transported to and from       school on the bus. 

Discipline School Wide Policy
1.  FOLLOW DIRECTIONS THE FIRST TIME THEY ARE GIVEN. When this rule is violated outside the classroom, the student may be sent to the office for determination of consequence.

2.  STAY IN ASSIGNED AREA SUCH AS ON THE PLAYGROUND. If this rule is violated, the student will be placed on the outside bench or sent to the office.
3.  DO NOT BRING DISTRACTING OR DANGEROUS ARTICLES TO SCHOOL. This includes: guns, baseballs, knives, lighters, toy weapons, sound equipment (radios, walkmans), toxic cosmetics, tobacco products or other drugs. Toys or other equipment may be brought only with teacher permission. Prohibited objects may be removed by the teacher and held for a parent to claim. The nature of the object removed will determine the consequence. The consequence can include referral to law enforcement authorities.

4.  DO NOT THROW ROCKS, SNOWBALLS, OR OTHER POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS ITEMS. Rock and snowball throwing can be a serious problem. When this rule is violated, the student may be sent to the office for determination of consequence.

5.  THERE WILL BE NO NAME CALLING, CURSING, TEASING, OR HARASSING. When this rule is violated, the student may be sent to the office for determination of consequence.

6.  WALK IN THE HALLS. When this rule is violated, students may spend time walking in Mr. Birch’s walking school.

7.  KEEP HANDS, FEET AND OBJECTS TO ONESELF. Scuffling is not permitted. Fighting is not allowed. Any student involved in a fight will need to pay the same consequence without differentiating between who started the assault. When this rule is violated, students may be sent to the office for determination of consequence. The consequence can include referral to juvenile authorities or law enforcement authorities.

8.  DO NOT WRITE ON, DAMAGE, OR LITTER THE SCHOOL’S OR ANOTHER PERSON’S PROPERTY. The consequence can include referral to law enforcement authorities.
9.  No students will be allowed in H.S. until after buses have departed.

10.  Students will be referred to District Discipline Referral Court  for repeated offenses.

11.  THEFT - Students will be responsible for full restitution of item(s) taken. Students may be suspended and/or referred to law enforcement.

12.  Students should remain outside on playground unless a pass has been given by the playground supervisor. All students are expected to be outside during recess or lunch breaks unless accommodations have been made by Teacher and Parent (short term). For any longtime accommodation, students must have a doctor’s referral in order to keep student inside during these breaks.
Dress Code 
Each student is expected to wear appropriate clothing to school. Shoes must be worn by all students at all times. No hats will be worn in the building during school hours (unless authorization has been given through the Principal). Hats worn in building will be turned into the office. Comfortable clothing is recommended for movement activities during physical education. Sneakers or soft‑soled shoes are also suggested during PE instruction. Girls may want to bring or wear shorts under dresses and skirts. Clothing with suggestive slogans or inappropriate pictures is not acceptable. If, in the opinion of the principal, dress is inappropriate, a student may be asked to call home for other clothing, or to not wear the clothing in question to school in the future.

In addition, we request that no shorts be worn  after Oct. 15, until May 1.  There are many days that start out with good weather and then it turns bad later during the day.  Also, students should always bring a coat or jacket to school during the fall, winter, and early spring months.

Emergency Procedures 

During the school year, it is sometimes necessary to close school because of snow and ice or other emergency situations. Such closings are for the safety of children, many of whom are transported by school bus. 

When the decision is made to close schools, dismiss students early, or have a delayed opening of schools, a designated member of the superintendent's staff  will notify the following radio and TV stations and request them to make the announcement: Radio Stations; KBAR/KZDXam, KNAQ; Television; KMVT.

Notification to radio and TV stations of closing of schools for a complete day  will be made as soon as possible. Schools will be in operation unless an announcement is made to the contrary. 

Parents are urged to have standby arrangements so that on days of early dismissal their children may be properly informed and protected. 

Students, parents, and other citizens are requested not to call schools, school officials, or radio stations to find out if schools are being closed. It is essential that these telephone lines be kept open to enable schools, radio stations, and TV stations to receive notification of school closings. The school system's transportation department will be notified to request early bus service for our students if needed. Parents will also be allowed to pick up students from the school in case of an emergency situation. Since we will obviously need telephone lines to be left open as much as possible, parents should refrain from calling the school. 

In case of a community‑wide emergency while students are in school and if the school is deemed to be a safe and secure setting, Raft River Elementary will become a shelter for families who have to leave their homes and have no other place to go.

Field Trips 

If written permission has not been received by the day of the field trip, the student will not be allowed to go.

Field trips related to the instructional program are taken throughout the school year. Written permission from parents is required before the child may go on field trips. Parents will be notified in our monthly memo of all scheduled field trips.  

Health Issues and Medications 
Any child entering an Idaho school for the first time must be immunized for measles (Rubeola), German Measles (Rubella), mumps, diphtheria, tetanus, whooping cough, hepatitis and poliomyelitis. (Exceptions are provided in state law and will be discussed by the principal with parents who so request). These immunizations must be certified by a physician or health department official and this certification given to the school principal before a child can attend school. A form for use by the physician or health department is available in the principal's office. 

When a child becomes ill or injured at school, every practical effort will be made to notify the parent/guardian. It is imperative that parents leave a telephone number that we can call in case of an emergency involving your child. We should always be able to reach you or someone who can give us advice for treating your child. 

Raft River Elementary School Personnel may give medication to children only with a physician's written order and signed request from parent or guardian. All medication must be in the original container.

Therefore, before any medication, prescription or non‑prescription, can be administered to your child at school, you must file two documents with the school principal. First, you must request in writing that medication be administered at school. Secondly, you also must give to the school’s principal a physician's written order for the medication to be administered. The physician's order must specify the duration of the order and the name and dosage of the drug. Additionally, not more than one month's supply of a prescribed medication will be stored at school. In the event a child has a chronic illness, the physician's orders need to be renewed annually. Both your written request and the physician's written order will be required for each subsequent illness.

Homework Policy 
Basically, homework is an expansion and enrichment of skills taught to the individual student. The parents and teacher will work together on the completion of the student's work. Consequences of unfinished homework will be the responsibility of the Teacher.

The parents have the responsibility: 

1.  to show an interest in the child's work. 

2.  to provide a suitable time and place for study. 

3.  to allow enough time to complete the work. 

4.  to encourage the child to take responsibility for the work. 

5.  to give encouragement to the child. 

6.  to reinforce and review a skill which may have been forgotten. 

7.  to provide positive motivation and reinforcement of skills. 

8. to praise a job well done. 

The student has the responsibility: 
1.  to listen in class and learn the skills for an assignment. 

2.  to write down an assignment and ask questions if needed 

3.  to take needed books and supplies home. 

4.  to do neat and accurate work to the best of his/her ability. 

5.  to complete assignments without constant reminders from teacher or parent. 

6.  to complete assignment on time. 

7.  to take completed assignments to school and turn in to the teacher. 

Insurance 
School accident insurance and school dental insurance is made available for purchase by parents or guardians of students. This insurance is optional. Informational brochures will be made available during registration. 

Lost and Found 
A lost and found box is maintained at the school. Students or parents may check this for lost articles. Parents are requested to mark clothing, lunch boxes, and other belongings with the child's name. 

Meal Programs 
Our cafeteria serves nutritious, well‑balanced breakfasts and lunches. We encourage our students to eat meals prepared in our cafeteria. If your child prefers to bring bag lunches from home, he or she should feel free to do so. A menu will be posted in the school and will be sent home each month.

Students may pay for meals daily, weekly, or monthly. Weekly or monthly payments should be made at the beginning of the week or month.   If a child brings a check, please be sure to make the check out to Raft River Elementary School. No money transaction should occur in the lunch line. This should take place before school starts in the morning.
Students will be allowed to charge up to FIVE meals. Notices will be sent home if students begin to accumulate these charges.  Students will receive a sandwich, milk or juice, and vegetable if they accumulate FIVE or more charges until they are paid. 

Parents who prefer to pack lunches are encouraged to provide nutritional items in the lunch. A good lunch provides protein, fresh fruit or vegetables, bread, and a beverage (preferably milk) for school‑age children. Soft drinks are discouraged  in the school cafeteria. A fruit beverage can be substituted for milk if a child cannot tolerate milk. 

Due to possible allergic reactions, students are not allowed to exchange with other students food brought from home or purchased in the cafeteria. 

Parents are welcome to eat lunch with their children occasionally. Please call the school prior to 9:00 a.m. so that a meal can be prepared for you. 

Breakfast will be served until 8:20 a.m. so that students will be able to finish and be in their respective classrooms when the tardy bell rings.

Parent‑Teacher Conferences 

Conferences may be initiated by the teacher, parent, and/or principal as needed. Parents and teachers must work closely together to ensure adequate and appropriate two‑way communication. Parents who desire a conference with a teacher are requested to write a note to the teacher or leave a message with the secretary. The teacher will then get in touch with the parent to set up a conference. These conferences should be scheduled hopefully before or after school.

Pick-Up and Drop-Offs
The major drop‑off point for students who are being transported to school by car is the circle in front of the building. Please note that cars should stay in a single file as students are being dropped off. No cars should be parked in the circle  hours before or after school. Please drop your child off as quickly as possible. 

In the afternoon, the pick‑up point for students being transported in cars will be in the front circle of the school. Again, do not leave cars unattended in the circle. If you are coming into the building to pick up your child, park in the visitors lot (East side of the Ag Shop). If you wish to wait in the car for your child, you may park in the circle to wait, but you must remain in your car. However, students will not be permitted to come to parents' car unless parents have provided a written request or prior arrangements have been made through the office. (This request can be for a particular day or for an extended period, even the entire year.) Again, please be sure cars remain in single file and move as quickly and safely as possible. 

Parents must check their children out through the office. Please do not go to the playground to pick your child up. 

Pictures 
Individual student pictures will be taken early in the school year. A group picture of each class is taken later in the school year. Both are color pictures. You will be notified of specific dates and prices. 

Procedures to Protect Instructional Time 

1. Classrooms should not be interrupted by visitors between 8:30 a.m. and 3:20 p.m.  

2. Parents/guardians must come to the office to check students in or out. 

3.  Parents should wait until 3:20 p.m. for the dismissal of students who walk home or ride home       in cars. 

4.  Announcements by intercom will be made only in case of an emergency during the school            day.

 5.  Assembly programs will relate directly to curriculum objectives. 

Progress Reports 

Parents are asked to look over the grades, discuss them with the child, sign the progress report and return it to the teacher the next day. This is an important document, and it must be kept in a safe place. Any student losing a progress report will be charged $1.00 for a replacement. 

Student Conduct & Expectations 

Our school has the following expectations of all students: 

1.  We will keep hands, feet, and objects to ourselves. 

2.  We will use appropriate school language. 

3.  We will be kind and courteous. 

4.  We will respect the right we all have to teach and learn. 

5.  We will show respect for ourselves, others, and property. 

6.  We will respect and respond appropriately to all adult supervisors.

Student misbehavior is usually dealt with by the classroom teacher according to classroom rules. If a student consistently misbehaves, he or she may be referred to the principal. Generally, the principal deals with the situation following this routine: first time ‑‑ warning; second time ‑‑ parent called; third time ‑‑ parent requested to come to school to take student home. 

Student Records 
It is very important that all student records have current, correct information. This includes:

Birth Certificates, Immunization records, Social Security Number and other Medical information. Please notify the school office of any changes in address, telephone number, employer, etc. 

Telephone 
Students will not be called to the telephone during the school day except in cases of an emergency: however, messages will be conveyed to children by the secretary or principal. Students are discouraged from using the phone except in cases of an emergency, illness, etc. 

Visitors and Volunteers 
All parents and other citizens are welcomed to visit Raft River Elementary School at any time. In order to ensure the safety of the students and to prevent disruptions to the instructional programs, visitors are asked to follow the procedures listed below: 

1.  Call the school office to arrange for an appointment with principal or other staff members if  a      conference is desired. 

2.  All visitors must report to the office and inform the secretary or principal of the nature of any visit. All visitors must secure a visitors pass before leaving the office area. Visitors will be notified at this time if their visit will cause an undue disruption.

3.  Parents or other persons bringing students to school after the school day begins must report to      the office to sign the student in and to obtain a tardy pass before going to class.

4.  Parents or other persons bringing items or messages to students must first report to the      secretary or principal. 

5. Classrooms should not be interrupted by visitors between 8:30 a.m. and 3:20 p.m.

6. Parents/guardians should come to the office to check students in or out. 

7.   Parents should wait until 3:20 p.m. for the dismissal of students who walk home or ride home       in cars. 

Parent and community involvement in the school is a vital and essential part of any successful school. We encourage you to take part in the school volunteer program. Volunteer forms will be sent to you at the beginning of school. Please complete and return them to school so that we can take advantage of your expertise. Remember your participation in the volunteer program is what enables our students to experience many new and exciting things. 

Withdrawals and Transfers 
Students who are withdrawing or transferring from school must come by the office to give us information we will need to make the student's transition as smooth as possible. A Request for Transfer form should be on file in the office several days in advance of the move to allow our staff sufficient time to prepare the necessary forms. 

Special Programs

The Cassia County School District participates in a number of programs which provide help and support for students with special learning needs. A listing and brief explanation of these programs is presented below. For more information or to obtain the services provided by the program, contact the principal or counselor.

Title 1 – Elementary school programs to help disadvantaged students meet the same high standards expected of all students. Assistance is provided in Reading and Math.

Migrant Education – The program is designed to help migrant children overcome educational disruption, cultural and language barriers, social isolation, various health-related problems and other factors that inhibit the ability of such children to do well in school.

Limited English Proficiency (L.E.P.) – This program is dedicated to helping limited English proficient students meet the same high standards expected of all children in an appropriate and equitable manner.

Emergency Immigrant Education – Provides support for children who were not born in the United States and who have been attending schools for less than three complete academic years.

Gifted and Talented – Provides advanced placement courses, accelerated classes, advanced fine arts performance groups, and college credit courses for students who meet the prerequisite entrance requirements.

Special Education – Evaluation, instruction, and/or speech-language therapy specially designed to meet the unique needs of a student with a disability.

Drug Abuse Prevention – The D.A.R.E. program, student support groups, substance abuse prevention curricular, problem-solving classes, etc. are available to assist students and their families.

High-Risk Students – The Education Center provides alternative educational opportunities and limited treatment opportunities for secondary High Risk Students.

Note: Children who attend private or home schools are eligible for many of the services listed above including special education.

NOTICE
OF 

COMPLIANCE

FAMILY 

EDUCATIONAL 

RIGHTS AND PRIVACY ACT

OF 

1974

In accordance with the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, the Cassia County School District, Number 151, of Cassia hereby gives notice to all parents, legal guardians, and students eighteen years of age attending the Cassia County School District schools, that the following information is being categorized as directory information: the student’s name and photograph; address; telephone listing; date and place of birth; photographic images of the student participating in regular classroom or school authorized activities; participation in officially recognized activities and sports; weight and height of members of athletic teams; dates of attendance; degrees and awards received; and the most recent previous educational agency or institution attended by the student.

Directory information will be published and released by the District without prior consent of the parents, legal guardians, or students 18 years of age or older, unless the parent, legal guardian, or student 18 years of age or older notifies the District by September 27th, that the above mentioned directory information should not be released without prior written consent of the parent, legal guardian, or student 18 years of age or older.  Such notification should be in writing and addressed to the Special Service Office; Michele Knopp; 237 East 19th Street; Burley, Idaho 83318.
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