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Pediculosis, also know as head lice, is a common condition in the school-age child. Pediculosis is highly contagious and easily spread from direct or indirect contact with the infested person and/or infested personal items.

The school principal or designee will screen students for head lice. If nits (egg cases) or lice are present, the student will be excluded from school until the student is nit- and lice-free or until a licensed physician, public health nurse, school nurse or other person authorized by the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare determines that the student is no longer contagious. If the principal or designee later suspects or determines that the student is again contagious, the student will be excluded from school until the student meets the criteria set forth above.

ADMINISTRATIVE HANDLING
1. Each infestation will be recorded, identifying the student’s name, age, grade, teacher, bus number, date the infestation was discovered, type of treatment, and date student returned to school after treatment.

2. The parent/guardian of an infested student will be requested orally and in writing to come to school and take the student home. The parent/guardian will be shown some of the nits in order to:

a.
Demonstrate that the student is infested; and

b.
Enable the parent/guardian to see what a nit or louse looks like and thus gain the information needed to examine other family members for infestation.

3.  
Proof of treatment (note from physician or shampoo box top) must be given to the principal or designee prior to the student returning to school. The student will be reexamined for active pediculosis before readmission. If the student returns to school the same day as diagnosis and treatment, the student must wear a different set of clothing. If the student returns without proof of treatment, and if the principal or designee suspects or determines that the student is still contagious, the student may be refused readmission to school and sent home with a copy of a second letter to the parent/guardian. The parent/guardian will also be sent a separate letter. If a student has been treated at least twice and is still coming to school with active pediculosis, the parent/guardian will be required to bring the student to school for seven (7) continuous school days to be checked before regular admission to school will be allowed. 

4.
If the principal or designee determines that the family cannot afford treatment, the principal may:

a.
Request direct follow-up by the local health department; or 

PREVENTING TRANSMISSION

3. When an outbreak of pediculosis occurs at school, classroom activities involving body-to-body or head-to-body contact between students will be temporarily suspended.

4. During an outbreak, group work around classroom tables will be temporarily suspended or every other chair spacing used.

5. During an outbreak, students riding school buses will be required to sit in assigned seats limited to two (2) students per seat.

6. During an outbreak, teachers are required to:

a.
Assign coat hooks in the classroom.

b.
Encourage students to keep hats in coat sleeves or pockets.

c.
Segregate clothes where adequate facilities for hanging coats are not available.

d.
Suspend play on carpeted areas.

5.
During an outbreak, the bedding in the nurse’s office must be changed after it is used by a student.
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